Galien Young African
Scientists Initiative

“Ongoing commitments are critical to raising
awareness and motivating young people to engage
in science. Such commitments pave the way for the
progress and weLL-being of humanity.”
- Macky Sall, President, Senegal

The Galien Foundation fosters excellence in scientific innovation to
improve men and women’s health everywhere. Africa currently accounts for 1% of total health spending while carrying 25% of the
global disease burden. Its youth population will double to 2.5 billion
people by 2050, and early-stage entrepreneurial activity is nearly 15%
higher than the world average. The Galien Foundation strongly believes that investing early in the career of men and women scientists
worldwide, including on the African continent, is a key driver of development that promotes innovation and improves human health at the
national, regional, and global levels.

About GYASI
The Galien Young African Scientist Initiative (GYASI) is a grant program
established by the Galien Foundation in 2018 that provides promising
African scientists with networking opportunities and exposes them to
regionally and internationally renowned scientists, Nobel Laureates, and
industry and policy leaders.

“It is not only scientists today that we need to encourage, but also our future talents, especially young
women, as less than 30% of researchers worldwide
are women.”
- Awa Marie Coll Seck, Minister of State, Senegal

Every year, GYASI recognizes the excellence of 50-100 students in medical,
pharmacy, economic and broader health. Deans from major African universities select 10 of their most promising students to attend the Galien Forum
Africa and the Prix Galien Africa held in Dakar, Senegal.
Since its creation, GYASI has supported 200 young African scientists, half of
whom were women, from 20 universities in Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, the
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Togo. In 2021, GYASI
students will come from universities include the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS) region, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Morocco, Rwanda, and South Africa.

Impact
GYASI talents participate in highly interactive sessions around the Galien Forum Africa. They meet with regionally and internationally renowned scientists,
Nobel Laureates, and industry and policy leaders.
GYASI participants attend a two-day Youth Leadership Training Pre-Forum
that includes discussions with their mentors on the Galien Forum Africa
themes and an invitation to the first Prix Galien Africa Award ceremony.
This program is made possible thanks to the generous support of its members. Each year, the Galien Foundation Africa allocates a specific budget to
allow young talents to participate in the Galien Africa Programs.

“As Founding President Elie Wiesel used to
say, ‘Human suffering anywhere concerns
men and women everywhere.’ We must be
actors of development. I suggest the Galien
Foundation invests further in students in
medicine, especially in Africa, so they can
also be actors in the development of their
respective countries.”
- Aïssata Diallo, Senegal (GYASI 2019)

“I expect from this [GYASI] training to acquire
the knowledge essential to fulfill my
dream of becoming a great microbiologist
researcher at the international level. To
exchange with men who have experience in
this field and speak about innovation would
help me fulfill my dream one day. The future
of the [African] continent is ours. We need
young people who are as motivated as we
are to rise to this challenge.”
- Zoumanigui Aubin, Guinea (GYASI 2019)

About The Galien Foundation
The Galien Foundation is a U.S. 501(c)(3) foundation fostering, recognizing, and rewarding excellence in scientific innovation that improves human health. The Galien Foundation serves as a
vehicle for the open exchange of ideas that drive science and innovation. The Galien Foundation
aims to catalyze the next generation of innovative treatments and technologies to improve the
health and life of patients with unmet medical needs.
The Galien Foundation was founded in 2009 with 1986 Nobel Peace Laureate Pr. Elie Wiesel
(1928–2016) as the Founding Honorary President. President Joe Biden named Pr. Wiesel one of
the “two greatest personalities of the 20th century” alongside Nelson Mandela. President Barack
Obama referred to Pr. Elie Wiesel as “one of the great moral voices of our time, and in many ways,
the conscience of the World”. The Chairman of the Foundation is Mr. Bruno Cohen, a pioneer in
affinity scientific communities and telemedicine, and an Officer of the French Legion of Honor.
He has worked with Pr. Wiesel for 25 years and continues to dedicate his life to promote the Prix
Galien globally.
Since its inception, the Galien Foundation oversees activities for the Prix Galien, a 50 years old
award that recognizes outstanding achievements in improving the human condition with the development of innovative therapies. Worldwide, the Prix Galien is considered the equivalent of the
Nobel Prize in biopharmaceutical research.
www.galienfoundation.org
www.prixgalienafrique.com (French)
Prix Galien Afrique
@galienafrique
@PrixGalien

